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sayinges of certeym great men. Whose favours, bicause they be in
high authentic with their prince, by assentation and fiatterie they
labour to obteyne. And verily it is naturally geven to ail men to
esteme their owne inventions best. So both the Raven and the Ape
thincke their owne yonge ones fairest. Than if a man in such
a company, where some disdayne and have despite at other mens in-
ventions, and some counte their owne best, if among- menne (I say)
say) a man should bringe furth any thinge, that he hath redde done in
tymes paste, or that he hath sene done in other places; there the
hearers fare as though the whole existimation of their wisdome were
in jeopardye to be overthrowen, and that ever after thei shoulde
be counted for verye diserdes, unles they could in other mens in-
ventions pycke out matter to reprehend, and find fault at. If all
other poore faelpes fayle, then this is their extreame refuge. These
thinges (say they) pleased our forefathers and auncestours: wolde
God we coulde be so wise as thei were: and as though thei had
wittely concluded the matter, and with this answere stopped every
mans mouth, thei sitte downe againe. As who should sai, it were a
very daungerotis matter, if a man in any points should be founde
wiser then his forefathers were. And yet bee we content to suifre
the best and wittiest of their decrees to lye unexecuted: but if in
any thing a better ordre might have ben taken, then by them was,
there we take fast holde, findyng therin many faultes. Manye tymes
have 1 chaunced upon such proude, leude, overthwarte and way-
warde judgementes, yea, and once in England: I prai you Syr
(quod I) have you ben in our countrey?
Yea forsoth (quod he) and their I taried for the space o-f iiii. or v.
monethes together, not longe after the insurrection, that the Westerne
English men made agaynst their kyng, which by their owne miserable
and pitiful slaughter was suppressed and ended. In the means season
I was muche bounde and beholdynge to the righte reverende father,
Jhon Morton, Archebishop and Cardinal of Canterbury, and at that
time also lorde Chauncelloure of Englande: -a man, Mayster Peter,
(for Mayster More knoweth already that I wyll saye) not more
honorable for his authentic, then for his prudence and vertue.
He was of a meane stature, and though stricken in age, yet bare
he his bodye upright. In his face did shine such an amiable reverence,
as was pleasaunte to beholde, Gentill in communication, yet earnest,
and sage. He had great delite manye times with roughe speache to
his sewters, to prove, but without harme, what prornpte witte and
what bolde spirite were in every man. In the which, as in a vertue
much agreinge with his nature, so that therewith were not joyned
impudency, he toke greate delectatyon. And the same person, as
apte and mete to have an administratyon in the weale publique, he
dyd lovingly embrace. In his speche he was fyne, eloquent, and